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1 Wikipedia
Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571, also known as Miracle Flight 571, was a chartered flight
originating in Montevideo, Uruguay, bound for Santiago, Chile, that crashed high in the Andes

mountains on 13 October 1972. The accident became known as the Andes flight disaster and the
Miracle of the Andes.

While crossing the Andes during poor weather, the inexperienced co-pilot of the Fairchild FH-227D
mistakenly believed they had reached Curico, despite instrument readings that indicated otherwise. The
aircraft began descending too early to reach Pudahuel Airport and struck a mountain, shearing off both
wings and the tail section. The remaining portion of the fuselage slid down the mountain about 725
metres (2,379 ft) before striking ice and snow on a glacier. The flight was carrying 45 passengers and
crew, including 19 members of the Old Christians Club rugby union team, along with their families,
supporters, and friends.

The wreck was located at an elevation of 3,570 metres (11,710 ft) in the remote Andes of far western
Argentina, just east of the border with Chile. Three crew members and eight passengers died
immediately; several more died soon afterward due to the frigid temperatures and the severity of their
injuries. Authorities flew over the crash site several times over the following days, searching for the
aircraft, but could not see the white fuselage against the snow. Search efforts were canceled after eight
days.

During the following 72 days, the survivors suffered numerous hardships, including exposure,
starvation, and an avalanche, and 13 more passengers died. Some resorted to cannibalism. As the
weather improved with the Southern Hemisphere spring, two survivors, Nando Parrado and Roberto
Canessa, climbed a 4,650-metre (15,260 ft) mountain peak without gear and hiked for 10 days into
Chile to seek help, traveling 38 miles (61 km). On 23 December 1972, two months after the crash, the
last of the 16 survivors were rescued.

The survivors had extremely little food: eight chocolate bars, a tin of mussels, three small jars of jam, a
tin of almonds, a few dates, candies, dried plums, and several bottles of wine. During the days
following the crash, they divided this into small amounts to make their meagre supply last as long as
possible. Parrado ate a single chocolate-covered peanut over three days.

Even with this strict rationing, their food stock dwindled quickly. There was no natural vegetation and
there were no animals on either the glacier or nearby snow-covered mountain. The food ran out after a
week, and the group tried to eat parts of the airplane, such as the cotton inside the seats and leather.
They became sicker from eating these.

Knowing that rescue efforts had been called off and faced with starvation and death, those still alive
agreed that, should they die, the others might consume their bodies to live. With no choice, the
survivors ate the bodies of their dead friends.

Survivor Roberto Canessa described the decision to eat the pilots and their dead friends and family
members:

Our common goal was to survive — but what we lacked was food. We had long since run



out of the meagre pickings we'd found on the plane, and there was no vegetation or animal
life to be found. After just a few days, we were feeling the sensation of our own bodies
consuming themselves just to remain alive. Before long, we would become too weak to
recover from starvation.

We knew the answer, but it was too terrible to contemplate.

The bodies of our friends and team-mates, preserved outside in the snow and ice, contained
vital, life-giving protein that could help us survive. But could we do it?

For a long time, we agonized. I went out in the snow and prayed to God for guidance.
Without His consent, I felt I would be violating the memory of my friends; that I would be
stealing their souls.

We wondered whether we were going mad even to contemplate such a thing. Had we
turned into brute savages? Or was this the only sane thing to do? Truly, we were pushing
the limits of our fear.

The group survived by collectively deciding to eat flesh from the bodies of their dead comrades. This
decision was not taken lightly, as most of the dead were classmates, close friends, or relatives. Canessa
used broken glass from the aircraft windshield as a cutting tool. He set the example by swallowing the
first matchstick-sized strip of frozen flesh. Later on, several others did the same. The next day, more
survivors ate the meat offered to them, but a few refused or could not keep it down.

In his memoir, Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Home (2006), Nando
Parrado wrote about this decision:

At high altitude, the body's caloric needs are astronomical ... we were starving in earnest,
with no hope of finding food, but our hunger soon grew so voracious that we searched
anyway ... again and again, we scoured the fuselage in search of crumbs and morsels. We
tried to eat strips of leather torn from pieces of luggage, though we knew that the chemicals
they'd been treated with would do us more harm than good. We ripped open seat cushions
hoping to find straw, but found only inedible upholstery foam ... Again and again, I came to
the same conclusion: unless we wanted to eat the clothes we were wearing, there was
nothing here but aluminum, plastic, ice, and rock.

Parrado protected the corpses of his sister and mother, and they were never eaten. They dried the meat
in the sun, which made it more palatable. They were initially so revolted by the experience that they
could eat only skin, muscle and fat. When the supply of flesh was diminished, they also ate hearts,
lungs and even brains.

All of the passengers were Roman Catholic. Some feared eternal damnation. According to Read, some

rationalized the act of necrotic cannibalism as equivalent to the Eucharist, the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ under the appearances of bread and wine. Others justified it according to a Bible verse found in

John 15:13: 'No man hath greater love than this: that he lay down his life for his friends.'

Some initially had reservations, though after realizing that it was their only means of staying alive, they
changed their minds a few days later. Javier Methol and his wife Liliana, the only surviving female
passenger, were the last survivors to eat human flesh. She had strong religious convictions, and only



reluctantly agreed to partake of the flesh after she was told to view it as "a kind of Holy Communion"."

2 History of Yesterday

On the tenth day, while listening to the radio they heard the search for them had been called off.
Canessa recalled how he felt: “It was a very strange sensation: feeling that the world is alive and that
they consider you dead.”

Nando added: “When you’re abandoned to die at you know, 13,000 or 14,000 feet with 35 degrees
below zero, no food, no water, no help, no rescue — you turn yourself into a survival machine.”

The friends were alone, with no help coming, and on the brink of starvation. But then, the choice was
made that saved their lives.

During a late-night conversation between Carlitos and Nando, Carlitos said: “Nando, nothing is left
from the chocolates”, to which Nando replied: “I’m going to eat the pilot.” Carlitos defended his friend
saying: “That’s logic to say that because Nando lost his mother and his sister.”

Nando explained his decision: “What are we going to do? We have to eat and the only proteins are the
dead bodies of the people that were in this plane. You know, everybody is thinking the same thing.”

Canessa recalled eating human flesh for the first time: “Your mouth doesn’t want to open because you
don’t want to swallow a piece of a dead person. And then I thought of my mother, that she told me: ‘If
one of my sons dies I couldn’t make it in life. I would die myself.’ So I said for not giving up I have to
eat this piece. I just swallowed it and nothing happened. The first bite for me is like your first sexual
relation. You have lots of expectations, lots of things going to happen, and then after it happens — it’s
over. Life goes on. The taste is like raw meat from a cow or whatever.”

Unable to light a fire — they ate the flesh raw.
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The Gemara continues with another statement of aggada on a related topic: The verse states: “And
David longed, and said: Oh, that one would give me water to drink of the well of Bethlehem,
which is by the gate! And the three mighty men broke through the host of the Philistines, and
drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David,;
but he would not drink it, but poured it out to the L-rd” (Il Samuel 23:15-16). The Sages understood
that David was not simply asking for water, but was using the term as a metaphor referring to Torah,
and he was raising a halakhic dilemma.

v P2 ROYON RP RN
What is the dilemma that David is raising? ...
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Rav Huna stated a different explanation of the verse: There were stacks of barley belonging to Jews
in which the Philistines were hiding, and David wanted to burn down the stacks to kill the Philistines
and save his own life. He raised the dilemma: What is the halakha? Is it permitted to save oneself by
destroying the property of another?
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They sent the following answer to him: It is prohibited to save oneself by destroying the property of
another. But you are king, and a king may breach the fence of an individual in order to form a
path for himself, and none may protest his action, i.e., the normal halakhot of damage do not apply
to you since you are king. ...
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Granted, according to the one who says that David asked his question because he wanted to burn the
stacks, this is as it is written in the following verse with regard to David: “But he stood in the midst
of the plot, and saved it, and slew the Philistines; and the L-rd performed a great victory” (II Samuel
23:12)...5
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